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Think Tank Paper: 
 
Background regarding our statement to Council Regulation (EC) No 
734/2008 of 15 July 2008 on the protection of vulnerable marine ecosys-
tems in the high seas from the adverse impacts of bottom fishing gears 
 	
  
In the 1950s, we told ourselves the story of how oceans possess an inexhaustible supply of 

fish and marine life that can unconditionally serve as our food source. But in the wake of rapid 

industrialization of fishing and the ruthless pursuit of profit, the fiction that our oceans are 

inexhaustible has dissipated just as rapidly as the oceans and aquatic life itself. Modern en-

gines and latest technology enable ships to catch enormous amounts of fish and create float-

ing factories that can stay at sea for months to locate swarms of fish with deadly precision, 

diving to enormous depths for catching even the last remaining fish. Senselessly and need-

lessly, the last remnants of aquatic species are being plucked from the sea. According to the 

World Wildlife Fund, industrial exploitation of the oceans has led to overfishing in over 30 

percent of all commercial fish stocks, while over 60 percent of the remaining stocks are on the 

verge of being overfished (as of July 2018). According to the EU Commission, 96 percent of 

EU stocks in the Mediterranean are overfished. Unsurprisingly, this exploitation adversely af-

fects the oceans’ ecosystem; seemingly, this is no deterrent. As a consequence of overfishing, 

the fishing industry is currently targeting species that constitute a significant segment of the 

natural food chain for sea mammals such as seals and whales. The death of the oceans may 

not be the end of the world, but it will be the end of humanity, because if they die, so do we. 

The pace at which the ecosystem of our oceans is being destroyed is so rapid that in order to 

ensure our own survival, industrial fishing must be discontinued immediately.  
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About GMVV 
	
GMVV & Co. GmbH was founded in 1999. GMVV is both a business consultancy and a re-
search-oriented think tank specializing in the analysis and development of strategies for deal-
ing with complex and often highly politicized issues. GMVV is consulted on a range of issues, 
from data, conceptual and factual analysis of political, economic and social developments, to 
the development of geopolitical strategies. We evaluate the impact of socio-economic 
changes caused by political developments as well as technological and environmental issues. 
Leading international law firms, NGOs and governments rely on GMVV’s strategic consulting 
analysis in addressing complex international legal issues. In recent years, GMVV has worked 
with both the Human Rights Committee of the German Bundestag and Fair Trials Internation-
al in the field of Human Rights. 
 
GMVV also provides support for its institutional partners, including research support and pro-
ject coordination. GMVV has a team of highly qualified partners with backgrounds in philoso-
phy, international law, comparative literature, economics, mathematics, physics and 
chemistry. The scientists working at GMVV have published a large number of relevant publi-
cations in various disciplines, many of which have been awarded academic prizes. 
 
	
 


